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Community Round-About 
 
 
 
 

January 5, 2009-Presentation at the Tangle River Community in Western Jamaica 
January 12, 2009-Froum”The impact of marijuana on Jamaican Youth”- Jamaica Bible 
Church , Adelphi, St. James 
January 21, 2009-Parenting Workshop-Maxfield Park Health Centre Conference Room 
January 26, 2009- Presentation-Mount Carey Baptist Church, Western Jamaica 
January 26, 2009-Heart Trust Centre for Excellence-“Drug Free for Work.” 
February 10, 2009-Presentation-Health and Wellness Fair-Arnett Gardens 
February 11, 2009-Presentation -Davis Primary School-Boys” Day-“Our Boys-Our Future 
Leaders.” 
February 12, 2009-Presentation-Fort Augusta Adult Corectional Centre-“Drugs and Sex-
The Connection 
March 11, 2009-Presentation-University of Technology- “Drug Abuse and the Workplace.” 
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Vince Lombardi 

2. Delegates listen attentively during a plenary  
3. Jamaica’s representatives (from left) Sislyn 
Malcolm, Michael Tucker and Gwen Akinlosotu 
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The National Council on Drug Abuse (NCDA) 
launched a drug abuse prevention initiative 
dubbed READ (Resistance Education Against 
Drugs) for juniors, ages 5-8 years old. 
According to Executive Director of the 
National Council on Drug Abuse (NCDA), 
Michael Tucker, “The reality is that we have to 
start prevention programming early. Our 
surveys show that Jamaican children are 
experimenting earlier with addictive 
substances. Despite scare resources, the 
NCDA is innovating and designing 
appropriate prevention programmes.” The 
new NCDA initiative targets children from 
twenty (20) inner city schools in Kingston  
and St. Andrew. 
 
READ is designed to strengthen the skills of 
young children to make good choices and 
improve their resilience to drug offers. 
Interactive sessions encourage participants to 
talk about their feelings toward drug use and 
demonstrate ways that they can refuse to 
accept drug offers. Class teachers attend the 
sessions as well. READ is built on the 
ongoing Prevention Education Programme 
(PEP) in schools.  
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NCDA Update: Quarterly Newsletter – Vol 11, Issue 1.  Published by the Information & Research Division of the NCDA.  
Editor: Ellen Campbell-Grizzle – Director of Information and Research.  Readers are invited to submit comments and contributions for 
publication.  Please send submissions, enquiries and orders to: Donna Mendez atdmendez@ncda.org.jm 

The Field Services Division of the NCDA continues to be involved in community-based activities.  The main activities at this time involve 
working in various institutions / groups across the regions gathering profile information, conducting institutional specific research to form 
baseline information, implement programmes in each group that are culturally specific and relevant  to their needs, sustainable and 
measurable.  Groups include school communities, work places, church communities, training institutions and community based 
organizations such as Youth Clubs.  The Department’s Prevention Planning Methodology (PPM) is based on research.  

Over the last 6 months, three high 
level regional and international 
meetings held in Jamaica have 
placed Jamaica and the work of the 
NCDA on the global stage. The 
selection of Jamaica for these 
meetings is tacit recognition of  the 
NCDA and its 25 years of 
achievement. These meetings have 
brought together the European 
Union, OAS/CICAD and CARICOM. 

 

 

 

Research shows that early experimentation 
with drugs increases the risk of addiction 
among youth and reduces their chances of 
recovery. “Our children are exposed to 
addictive substances, legal and illegal, at a 
very early age. With limited resources, we 
are holding the hands of our children, 
teachers and parents and lifting up 
Jamaica. We need financial support to 
expand our programmes and would 
welcome private sector partnership,” Mr. 
Tucker said. 
 
The pilot ends in Drug Awareness Month, 
November 2009. Several schools in 
Kingston and St. Andrew and over 200 
children are set to participate in the READ 
pilot.  
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4. Michael Tucker, Executive Director, addresses Technical Advisory 
Body (TAB) on demand reduction  to CARICOM in Montego Bay 

5. Power ladies (from left) Beverly Reynolds, Programme Manager, 
CARICOM; Esther Best (Trinidad and Tobago) and Anna Chisman of 
OAS/CICAD  

1. Michael Tucker, Executive Director, NCDA  
moderates opening ceremony  of EU-LAC 
meeting in Montego Bay. 
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“A we run tings” 
The first cohort of junior READ participants 
convenes 

         Enthusiastic first graduates 
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We have much to be proud of at 25 years. 

 
In its quest to reduce the abuse of licit drugs, the supply 
and demand of illicit drugs and to promote healthy 
lifestyles, the NCDA celebrates 25 years of stellar 
service and commitment to Jamaica.  Since our 
inception in 1983, the organization has evolved and is 
considered the premier Drug Council in the Caribbean. 
The NCDA focuses on vulnerable groups, particularly 
youth, and continues to engage communities, among 
others, to assist in prevention, primary treatment and 
rehabilitation programmes.   The Agency, through 
funding, has undertaken many research activities in 
schools and is cognizant of the need to work 
assiduously with the Ministry of Education and Guidance 
Counsellors.    Our Special Library which is the only one 
of its kind in the Caribbean, all speak to the fact that the 
NCDA is a regional trendsetter. 
 
The NCDA constantly reviews its prevention portfolio 
and seeks new partners and volunteers to help to carry 
out its work.  Our innovative programmes have offered 
effective approaches to Jamaica’s drug problem.  These 
include Project Squeaky, targeting adolescents with a 
low literacy level; Community Clinics that provide a 
comprehensive prevention and primary treatment 
services; providing healthcare for homeless persons 
living with HIV/AIDS and substance abuse.   
 
As we celebrate our 25th Anniversary under the theme, 
“Promoting Drug Free Communities 25 Years and 
Beyond”, and reflect on our achievements, let us 
applaud the many persons who have given selflessly of 
their time.  I want to thank the members of staff, who 
over the years have been committed to the cause of 
drug abuse prevention.  We thank the funding agencies 
who helped to make our success possible.  We commit 
to continued service to the people of Jamaica in the 
interest of National development. 

Prevention Power What Do You Know About Ice? 

NCDA: Let us help you with - Drug Abuse Prevention Planning.Treatment.Rehabilitation 

 
 

 

The Technical Advisory Board (TAB) on demand 
reduction to the CARICOM Secretariat concluded its 
meeting in on March 5, 2009 at the Iberostar in Montego 
Bay, The group approved the programme of work for the 
third year plan. A Caribbean minimum standard of care 
manual for persons in treatment and rehabilitation is to 
be developed. A delegation, including the NCDA 
Executive Director, Michael Tucker, is to visit Belize in 
April to assess with institutional strengthening. The TAB 
will organize a meeting of the Heads of Drug Councils in 
the 3rd quarter of 2009. 
 
The NCDA’ Director of Information and Research, Ellen 
Campbell Grizzle, has been invited by the Centres for 
Diseases Control (CDC) to participate in the 10th 
Commemoration of the Global Tobacco Surveillance 
System in Atlanta, June 16-19, 2009. 
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NEW NCDA Partnership with HIV/AIDS National programme 
 
“Tek it to dem.” 
 
The NCDA’s new project transports homeless persons on a daily basis to established centres 
 so that they can get a bath, meal, first aid and testing. Arrangements are in place for testing 
 of blood samples at the Comprehensive Health Centre. Beyond this, the team accesses 
anti- retrovirals from existing health centres for the homeless persons who need these  
medicines. The new initiative has attracted support from various organizations who  serve 
 the needs of the homeless such as  the Kingston and St. Andrew  Corporation, 
 Bellevue’s Open Arms Shelter, CHARES, Missionaries of the Poor, Jamaica AIDS Support, 
 Webster Memorial, New Kingston Civic Association and Richmond Fellowship. 
 
Hopeless and homeless. 
 
This first phase of the NCDA designed initiative is funded for nine months through the Ministry of Health’s Global Fund Grant. The 
pilot aims to assist 500 persons of No Fixed Abode (PNFAs). The prevalence of drug abuse and HIV/AIDS among PNFAs is to be 
documented. Mapping of the groups preferred location and patterns of migration will be recorded using Global Positioning 
technology.  
 
“Tek it to dem.” 
The staff of the NCDA has coined the term “Tek it to dem” to describe the intent of the outreach. “Drug abuse is no respecter of 
persons. We have a client who has post graduate qualifications and is multitalented. Persons from all classes are out there.” Brown 
said. There are some signs of shifting patterns of drugs that are abused. The officers report low levels of drug injecting on the 
street, such as heroin. Crystal meth a.k.a ice., use among small pockets of the population has been detected. “We are glad that the 
HIV/AIDS programme has made it possible to reach a very vulnerable population. That is the reality,” he stated.  The new project 
will give homeless people the care and attention needed to fight HIV/AIDS. The NCDA has found a new way to fight drug addiction 
that continues to derail many Jamaican lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
New project field force Daniel 
Brown (Manager), Claudine Bolton, 
Alfred Palmer ( right) 

There are very early reports of the presence of crystal 
methamphetamine a.k.a ice on our streets. Although the reports of 
use are few and limited to a discrete community, we should not be 
complacent. There are well publicized instances in the USA where 
drug abusers have switched from crack to ice based on the belief 
that ice is not as dangerous as crack.  
 
The vapours of inhaled ice act almost immediately, producing a high 
of up to four hours. The high from crack may last a few minutes. 
Deep depression follows the high and the user experience relief by 
using another “ice: fix. 
 
Toxic effects include paranoia, hallucination (bugs crawling all over 
the body) and the feeling that other people are reading your mind. 
Obsessive behaviour may develop such as the constant need to 
clean or bathe. Death has occurred from heat attacks. 
 
Read more from Drugs, What your kid should know, Wayne 
Hindmarsh at the NCDA Information Centre. 
 

Luscious ladies of field services 
division 

Howard Gough, MC, Manager 
Patricia House 

Maudrin Henry, Field Services accepts 
her long service award from Dr. Earl 
Wright, Chairman, NCDA 

Violet Thomas ( Admin) and 
Joseph Elliott (Driver) hang out 

Hot entertainment 
“Ska, ska, ska, Jamaican ska.” 

Norman Wiggan, Field 
Services, raises his trophy 

Dr. Danavon Whyte presents sultry 
Barbara Richards ( Accounts) with 
her long service award 

In Euphoria: Charles Williams, 
Director Finance and Phillipa Lee , 
Western Office 

P
D

F
 C

reated w
ith deskP

D
F

 P
D

F
 W

riter - T
rial :: http://w

w
w

.docudesk.com


